FIRST READING 1 Sm 16:1,8-7, 1013

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

The Lord said to Samuel: “Fill your horn
with oil and go. | am sending you to Jesse of
Bethlehem, for | have chosen myself a king
among his sons.” When Samuel arrived, he
caught sight of Eliab and thought, “Surely
the Lord’s anointed one stands there before
him,” but the Lord said to Samuel, “Take

no notice of his appearance or his height

for | have rejected him; God does not see as
man sees; man looks at appearances but the
Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse presented

his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said
to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.”
He then answered, “Are these all the sons
you have?" He answered, “There is still one
left, the youngest; he is out looking after the
sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send
for him; we will not sit down to eat until he
comes.” Jesse had him sent for, a boy of
fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant
bearing. The Lord said, “Come, anoint him,
for this is the one.” At this, Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him where he stood
with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord
seized on David and stayed with him from
that day on.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22

Response:
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

o The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
e He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If | should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your
staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.)
o You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

o Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

SECOND READING Eph58-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians.

You were darkness once, but now you are
light in the Lord; be like children of light, for
the effects of the light are seen in complete
goodness and right living and truth. Try

to discover what the Lord wants of you,
having nothing to do with the futile works of
darkness but exposing them by contrast. The
things which are done in secret are things
that people are ashamed even to speak of;
but anything exposed by the light will be
illuminated and anything illuminated turns
into light. That is why it is said:

Wake up from your sleep,
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rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of
God!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

anyone who follows me will have the light
of life.

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of
God!

GOSPEL Jn 9:1-41

(For shorter form read between >< )

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

>As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had
been blind from birth.< His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, for him to have been born blind?”
“Neither he nor his parents sinned,” Jesus
answered “he was born blind so that the
works of God might be displayed in him.

“As long as the day lasts

| must carry out the work of the one who sent
me;

the night will soon be here when no one can
work.

As long as | am in the world

| am the light of the world.”

Having said this, >he spat on the ground,
made a paste with the spittle, put this over
the eyes of the blind man, and said to him,
“Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam {(a name
that means “sent”). So the blind man went
off and washed himself, and came away with
his sight restored. His neighbours and people
who earlier had seen him begging said, “Isn’t
this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some
said, “Yes, it is the same one.” Others said,
“No, he only looks like him.” The man himself
said, “| am the man.”< So they said to him,
“Then how do your eyes come to be open?”
“The man called Jesus” he answered “made
a paste, daubed my eyes with it and said to
me, ‘Go and wash at Siloam’; so | went, and
when | washed | could see.” They asked,
“Where is he?” “| don't know" he answered.
>They brought the man who had been blind
to the Pharisees. It had been a Sabbath day
when Jesus made the paste and opened the
man'’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked

him how he had come to see, he said, “He
put a paste on my eyes, and | washed, and |
can see.” Then some of the Pharisees said,
“This man cannot be from God: he does not
keep the sabbath.” Others said, “How could a
sinner produce signs like this?"” And there was
disagreement among them. So they spoke to
the blind man again, “What have you to say
about him yourself, now that he has opened
your eyes?” “He is a prophet” replied the
man.< However, the Jews would not believe
that the man had been blind and had gained
his sight, without first sending for his parents
and asking them, “Is this man really your

son who you say was born blind? If so, how
is it that he is now able to see?” His parents
answered, “We know he is our son and we
know he was born blind, but we don’t know
how it is that he can see now, or who opened
his eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for
himself." His parents spoke like this out of
fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to
expel from the synagogue anyone who should
acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was
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why his parents said, “He is old enough; ask
him.” So the Jews again sent for the man and
said to him, “Give glory to God! For our part,
we know that this man is a sinner.” The man
answered, “| don't know if he is a sinner; |
only know that | was blind and now | can see.”
They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” He replied, “I
have told you once and you wouldn't listen.
Why do you want to hear it all again? Do

you want to become his disciples too?" At
this they hurled abuse at him: “You can be
his disciple,” they said “we are disciples of
Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses,
but as for this man, we don’t know where he
comes from.” The man replied, “Now here is
an astonishing thing! He has opened my eyes,
and you don't know where he comes from!
We know that God doesn't listen to sinners,
but God does listen to men who are devout
and do his will. Ever since the world began it
is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of
a man who was born blind; if this man were
not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.”>"Are
you trying to teach us,” they replied “and you
a sinner through and through, since you were
born!* And they drove him away. Jesus heard
they had driven him away, and when he found
him he said to him, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?" “Sir,” the man replied “tell me
who he is so that | may believe in him." Jesus
said, “You are looking at him; he is speaking
to you.” The man said, “Lord, | believe,” and
worshipped him.< Jesus said:

“It is for judgement that | have come into this
world,

so that those without sight may see

and those with sight turn blind.”

Hearing this, some Pharisees who were
present said to him,

“We are not blind, surely?”

Jesus replied: “Blind? If you were, you would
not be guilty,

but since you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt
remains.”

>The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.<

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

We place before you with joy these offerings,

which bring eternal remedy, O Lord,

praying that we may both faithfully revere
them

and present them to you, as is fitting,

for the salvation of all the world.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAY

To say you are Christian today is to risk
being ridiculed or dismissed as deluded. We
can feel like we are on trial, just like the blind
man must have felt in today’s Gospel. Pray
for yourself and Christians everywhere for
the strength to witness to the faith, whatever
the cost.

A Christian is someone who leads others
to Jesus

A Christian sees with the eyes of faith

Jesus is the light of the world

SAY

“Lord, I thank you for the gift
of faith. Help me to see as

Most of us are blessed with the gift of sight. We can see each other. We
can see and treasure our loved ones. We can go to the movies and watch
a film. We can feast our eyes on a beautiful sunset or observe our team'’s
goal-scoring feats. The sharp-eyed amongst us will notice how nature is
beginning to reawaken after its long winter sleep.

you see. Amen.”

We can see, but there is a difference between being able to see and not seeing as we should.
We can see but still not fully see at all. We can have 20/20 vision and still be blind.

Easter is drawing close, and now is an
excellent time to make an examination of
conscience. What are your blind spots?
What do you need to change to be a better
Christian?

Like the Pharisees in today's Gospel. They had the gift of sight, they could physically see, but
they couldn’t see what was really important. They couldn’t see who Jesus really was. They
couldn't see what was before their eyes. They suffered from spiritual blindness.

They are the polar opposites of the hero of today's Gospel ~ the man born blind. This poor
man lived in a world of darkness but wasn't spiritually blind. When he encountered Jesus,
when Jesus touched him, he could see who Jesus really was. He recognised Jesus as his
Messiah and Lord.

So the man who was blind was the one who could see, whereas the Pharisees who could
see were the ones who were blind. They didn’t recognise Jesus. They refused to see him as
their Messiah and Lord. They failed to see the light.

That's the beautiful irony of today’s Gospel. And that's the challenge it offers us - to spot our
blind spots and see where or how we might be blind. ®

REFLECT

ost of us can see, but we all have
M blind spots - faults, failings - we

may not be aware of or to which
we may deliberately turn a blind eye.
Maybe there are family members or
colleagues we ignore or are not attentive
to. Perhaps it's how we see those who
are different from us - people who are
LGBT+ or of another race, nationality, or
background. Maybe our relationship with
God is not as it should be.

Perhaps we have got sucked into some
form of addiction that we don’t want to
admit. Maybe we're stuck in a rut, just
drifting along, not pulling our weight at
home, work, or school. Perhaps we are
so closed in on ourselves that we see
only our needs, and we fail to see the
needs of others. Maybe all those selfies
that we take, and the modern obsession
with image, mean that when we look in
the mirror, we see only what we don't like
about ourselves and fail to see the beauty
in us and the extraordinary gifts and
qualities that we possess.

There are so many forms of blindness
and ways we can be blind.

Lent offers an opportunity to put this
right. It is a time when we are invited to
become aware of our blind spots, what
we might need to improve or attend to.
Look for your blind spots. Look at your
life's shape now - your values, priorities,
relationships, and attitudes. Ask the
Lord to heal you, as he healed the man
born blind. And then change what needs
changing so you will have perfect 20/20
spiritual vision. &



CHURCH OF THE HOLY
CHILD

MASSES

Monday to Friday: 9:15am
Saturday: 7:00pm

Bank Holidays: 10:00am
Sunday at 10:30am & 12:30 pm

All Masses are broadcast daily by
webcam

CONFESSIONS

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
celebrated after the 7pm Saturday
Mass or on request.

CHURCH OPENING TIMES

Mon to Fri: 08:45am - 12:00pm
Saturday: 6:30pm until after Mass
Sunday: 10:00am until after
12:30pm Mass

BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism is
normally celebrated on the second
and fourth Saturdays of each month
at 12:00pm. Please contact the
Parish Office at least one month in
advance of the date you require.

CHAPEL OF BLESSED
MARGARET BALL

MASSES

Wednesday: 10:00am
St. Patricks Day: 10.00am
Sunday: 10:00am

BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism is
normally celebrated on the first and
third Saturdays of each month at
12:00pm. Please contact the Parish
Office at least one month in
advance of the date you require.

RCN: 20016166
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SH of LARKHILL oo
ITEHAL L & SANTRY Chapel of Blessed Margaret Ball

Oak Park Avenue,
Santry, Dublin 9

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

“We must trust in the mighty power of God’s mercy. We are all sinners, but His
grace transforms us and makes us new.”
Pope Benedict XVI

v
A=EST MASS INTENTIONS
(FROM SATURDAY 18™ MARCH TO FRIDAY 24™ MARCH 2023)

Month’s Mind
Anniversary

George Curley
John & Laura Clarke

Saturday 7pm

Bob Smyth 10™ Anniversary
Peig & Pat O’Callaghan Anniversary
John Gibbs Anniversary
Sunday 10:30am Mary Donnelly Anniversary
Arthur Keogh Anniversary

Michael Kearns
Violet Dowler
Ciaran Kelly
Muriel Sloan
Available for Intention
Available for Intention
Available for Intention
Available for Intention

Anniversary
Month’s Mind
Anniversary
Birthday Remembrance

Sunday 12:30pm

Monday 9:15am
Tuesday 9:15am
Wednesday 9:15am
Thursday 9:15am
Friday 9:15am

CHAPEL OF BLESSED MARGARET BALL
Ann Delaney
William (Billy) Kane
Available for Intention

2" Anniversary
Anniversary

Sunday 10am

Wednesday 10am

If you would like your Mass intentions to be included in the parish newsletter, please submit
them to the Parish Office on or before the Tuesday preceding the requested date of the Mass.

RECENTLY DECEASED

We remember in prayer our friends and loved ones
who have recently died in the peace of Christ:

“It is for judgement that [ have
come into this world, so that
1 Noel Coughlan ! th;lse Wlth;lut S|}g:: ma;; lsge(f aI\d
n Thomas (Tom) Donegan u B oSe Wil Stght wr bund.
d J John 9:39

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

CONTACT INFORMATION

Fr Paul Kenny

Fr Tom Kearney

FrJohn Jones

Email: whitehall@dublindiocese.ie

Parish Office Tel: 01 8375274 Mon — Fri 9am to 1pm

Parish Website: http://www.whitehall.dublindiocese.ie

Parish Priests:

T  PparisH & plocEsan NoTICES T

PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK

There will be a pilgrimage to Knock on Sunday 16" April,
Feast of the Divine Mercy. The coach will leave from Holy
Child Church Whitehall at 8am.

For more details contact Marie McAllister on 086 3990998 or
by email: Mariemcallister30@gmail.com

ANNUAL DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

Next Saturday is the Solemnity of the Annunciation. In the
Dublin Diocese we will celebrate the annual Day for
Consecrated Life. Please see invitation below.

MOTHERS DAY . Happy |
Happy Mother’s Day to all { pl#ﬁ:%& %y—
mothers and grandmothers. L ) |

MEMORIAL MASS

Memorial Mass for the late Mgr John Fitzpatrick will take
place in the Church of the Holy Child, Larkhill/Whitehall, on
Wednesday, March 29, at 7pm. Mgr Fitzpatrick died in the
very early days of the Covid outbreak when attendance at
funerals was very limited. There was no opportunity for
extended family, good friends, brother priests and so many
others for whom he meant so much to gather at the time to
celebrate his life. All are welcome to this Mass and there will
be light refreshments afterwards. May his soul rest in peace.
Chief celebrant will be Fr Martin Noone.

EVENING MASS FOR LENT

In our grouping of parishes there is an evening Mass for Lent
in the Church of the Nativity, Beaumont at 7.30p.m. Monday
— Friday.

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

If you or your family need assistance, our Parish Conference
of the Society of St Vincent de Paul is here to help.

Contact the East Region helpline: 01-8550022

BRIGHT LIGHT LINE DANCING

Monday nights 7:45 — 9:15pm

Holy Child Parish Centre, The Thatch Road, Dublin 9.
Cost €8.00

AWARE - SUPPORT & SELF CARE GROUPS

If you or those with whom you work wish to connect with
people in relation to your mental wellbeing, consider
using Aware’s phone-in and Zoom support and self-care
groups, support line or support mail. For more
information, visit www.aware.ie.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

The Irish Hospice Foundation provides a free
Bereavement Support Line. This National Freephone
Service is available from 10am to 1pm, Monday to Friday,
by calling 1800 807077. Visit www.hospicefoundation.ie
for more information.

EVANGELIUM CONFERENCE

Evangelium Ireland will host its 8th Apologetics
Conference for young Catholic adults at All Hallows
College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9, on Saturday, March 25,
beginning at 9am and concluding at 6pm. Mass will be
celebrated in the afternoon. Cost €38 including lunch and
refreshments. For more information about Evangelium
Ireland and to register go to www.evangelium.ie.

HOLY WEEK RETREAT

“The Self Emptying of Christ”. Facilitated by Fr Donagh
O’Shea OP. At the Dominican Retreat Centre, Tallaght.
“Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped. He emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant, being born in human
likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient unto death — even death
on a cross.” (Phil 2:5-8). This retreat runs from
Wednesday, April 5, 7.30pm till Holy Saturday, April 8,
2pm. Full residential €300. Non-residential €60 per day
(Thursday, Friday including lunch, teas/coffees). Advance

booking essential. Visit https://domrc.ie/

DIOCESAN DIARY FOR 2023
The Diocesan Diary for 2023 can be found at
https://dublindiocese.ie/diocesan-diary-2023/.

If you would like to submit something for inclusion in the newsletter, please contact the Parish Office.

Diocesan Celebration to Mark
the Day Yor Consecrated Life
A time of prayer, reflection and son
will be presided over by
His Grace Archbishop Dermot Farrell
with music provided by
the Dublin Diocesan Music Group
Date: 25th of March 2023
Time: 300 pm
Holy Cross Church, Dundrum
Light refreshments afterwards

\ A

RSVP to Sr. M. Lonise O'Rourke, pddm
Office for Religious
Email: lonise@dublindiocese.ie

Solemnity of St. Joseph

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Because 19th March is a Sunday in Lent,

the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary is transferred to
Monday 20th this year.

The virtues of St. Joseph have been the object of
ecclesial reflection through the centuries. Among
these virtues are faith, with which he fully accepted
God’s saving plan; prompt and silent obedience to
the will of God; love for and
fulfilment of the Law, true piety,
fortitude in time of trial; chaste
love for the Blessed Virgin Mary,
a dutiful exercise of his paternal
authority, and fruitful reticence.

[Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy, 219]



http://www.whitehall.dublindiocese.ie/live-services/
file:///C:/Users/damienquinn/Downloads/whitehall@dublindiocese.ie
http://www.whitehall.dublindiocese.ie/
http://www.aware.ie/
http://www.hospicefoundation.ie/
mailto:www.evangelium.ie
https://domrc.ie/
https://dublindiocese.ie/diocesan-diary-2023/
mailto:Mariemcallister30@gmail.com

