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of our own faith out of our churches and into the places where people are  
gathering.  I read recently about priests in Shannon, Co. Clare who brought the 
Sacrament of Confession out to a nearby shopping centre and were joined by 
their Bishop for good measure. 
 
 

Advent is calling us then to reach out to others.  Perhaps that may be to people 
who have become lost on their journey of faith, the lonely, the bereaved and 
those who find life challenging for different reasons. 
 

The light of Advent, which is symbolised by the candles on our Advent wreath, 
gives us hope at this time of the year when the darkness can seem to be more 
pervasive.  This symbol reminds us that God is always present in our darkness 
and that his loving presence never leaves us.  In less than a month, from  
December 22nd, the days will gradually get longer again as the low light of the 
coming Spring begins to extend slowly.   
 

Advent provides us with an opportunity to grow in faith individually and as a 
community. We should all allow time for some prayer and reflection during 
these four weeks.  It may help to read a book such as “Dipping into Advent” by 
Father Alan Hilliard which was recently published by Messenger Publications. 
Also, during Advent, let us remember the less well off in our community. This 
weekend we have the annual collection for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
who do such good work for the less well off in our country especially at this 
time of the year. 
 

I would encourage you to give generously to this collection as the money raised 
will go directly to assist the individuals and families who need extra resources 
in order to ensure that they will have the kind of Christmas that many of us take 
for granted. 
 

 We can also assist the St. Vincent de Paul and other charities by giving our time 
as a volunteer.  This can be to work with a conference that visits families or  
alternatively we could offer to help in one of the many Vincent de Paul shops 
throughout Dublin.   
 

As we begin the last month of the year, let us give thanks to God for all the  
graces and blessings that we have received and to ask for his assistance as we 
move forward on our Christian pilgrimage during this Season of Advent.   
 
Gerard Reilly - Permanent Deacon in Donaghmede and Ayrfield parishes. 
 

8th December 2019 “We need to bring the light of our 

own faith out of our churches and 

into the places where people are 

gathering.”   

our shops and shopping centres, an 
idea that has reached us from  
America.  The idea is to  

encourage people to do 
their Christmas shopping a 
bit earlier and to make  
significant savings.   
 

I have to admit that I 
availed of it myself and did 
ok with the bargains but, 

before braving the crowds, I took a 
few minutes to visit Clarendon 
Street Church in the city centre.  The 
quiet, emptiness of this well-loved 
city centre church contrasted with 
all the activity just a few feet away 
on Grafton Street. 
 

I often thought that, but for the  
penal laws, a church like this and  
indeed the Pro Cathedral would 
have been built on main thorough-
fares and not, as they are, on  
adjacent side streets.  On a recent 
visit to Rome, I noticed magnificent 
beautifully decorated churches - one 
more remarkable than the next – on 
the main streets.  
 

As a community of faith during  
Advent, we need to bring the light 

Our Gospel today has a strong  
Advent theme where John the 
Baptist asks for a conversion 
of our hearts and also of the 
way that we live our lives.  He 
tells us: 
“I baptise you in water for  
repentance, but the one who follows me is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit 
to carry his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
 

It’s a Gospel that I often read at  
Baptisms as I think it’s a real call to 
mission and to ministry for us all.  
Each of us has a very important part 
to play in the great story of salvation 
which we may not fully appreciate in 
this life.   
 

The Church gives us the Season of 
Advent at a very busy time of the 
year when we have a lot of things to 
do.  We are run off our feet buying 
presents, shopping, meeting friends 
and attending Christmas events. 
 

We recently had “Black Friday” in 



 

 

Recently Deceased:  You are asked to 
remember in your Prayers:  
 

Helena Foran    Albert Goodwin 
James Rossiter   Breda Coughlan   
William Walsh   
Ann Corcoran 
 

May they enjoy perfect peace 

and  reconciliation in the  

presence of God. 

We welcome in Baptism: 
Leon John Ryan 
 

We pray that this newly  
baptised child will 
always know and love  
Jesus as his friend. 

Please Support your Parish Lotto  
 Last  Tuesday’s winning numbers were:    

1st Jackpot:  3  15  22  27   2nd Jackpot:  8  12  13  15    No Jackpot winner.  
The winners of the seven prizes of €25 were: R. McCormack;  T. Tierney; J. Hardiman;  
S.V. Cullen;  B. Mahon;  L. Lawlor;  L. J& S.   The winners of the 5 Special prizes of 
€100 were;  R. Lyons;  M. Griffin;  BMB Tea Room; BMB Tea Room; M. Quinlan. 
Next Week’s Lotto Draw:  First Jackpot  €15,000    Second Jackpot  €500      
Plus 7 Consolation Prizes of €25   

Mass Intentions from the 7th December    
Church of the Holy Child 

Sat. 7th Dec.     10.00a.m.     Sarah Comiskey—Anniversary 
Vigil             7.00p.m. Florence Farren, Garry Sinnott, Margaret Whitehead,  
         Maura O’Beara, Elizabeth & Patrick McGrath—Annivs. 
Sun. 8th Dec.        11.15a.m. Hilda King—Anniv.,  for the intentions of friends &  
         relatives of Michael McLoughlin R . I. P. 
       12.30p.m.    Paddy Redmond—Month’s Mind,  
         Joe & Eileen O’Connor - 1st Anniversaries,  
         Michael Snr., Imelda & Michael Jnr. Maguire—Annivs. 
         John Hanlon & Brendan O’ Hanlon - Anniversaries 
         6.00p.m.     Mark Farley, Tommy Reid—Anniversaries 
Mon. 9th Dec.     9.15a.m. Thanksgiving, Daniel (Don) Kearns—Anniversary 
         7.00p.m.     Eva Towell, Tess & Bill Delaney—Anniversaries 
         Margaret Donnelly-Anniversary 
         Cassie Donnelly— Birthday Remembrance        
Tuesday 10th Dec.7.00p.m. Roisin Curran—Anniversary 
Wed. 11th Dec.     7.00p.m.     Joan & Michael Casey—Annivs. & decd. members of the  
             Wade &  Casey Families  
Thurs. 12th Dec.    7.00p.m.     Gary Emmett, Frances Halpin—Anniversaries     
Fri. 13th Dec.          9.15a.m.     St. Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society, 
         Tom & Mary Connolly  - Anniversaries 
          7.00p.m.  Marie & John Mooney, Chris Farrell—Anniversaries 
 Sat. 14th Dec.      7.00p.m.    Jack Doyle—Month’s Mind 
         Mary Eastwood, Willie Roche, Colin Berry, Joan Boyle—1st 
         Anniversaries.   Eamon Hanlon—Anniversary 
Sun. 15th Dec.       11.15a.m.   Mary Flynn— 1st Anniversary 
         Gerry McCarthy  - Anniversary          
         12.30p.m.   John Maher, Peter Lloyd— Months’ Mind 

    Chapel of Blessed Margaret Ball 
Sun. 8th, Wed. 11th & Sun. 15th Dec.  No intentions to date 

Church Collections - Sunday   1st December  
1st Collection        €1,984 
SHARE                   €1,280            
Family Envelope                            €1,100 

 

Combined Parish Choirs 
 present  

The Annual Carol Service 
 

Sunday, 15th December 2019 at 7.30p.m.  
in the Church of the Holy Child  

All Welcome 

Parish Christmas Mailing 
We are looking for people to 
help with the Christmas mailing. 

If you are available and are will-
ing to help us please call to the 
Parish Office in Holy Child to collect the  
envelopes. We would really appreciate your 
help with these deliveries. 
Christmas Cards are available at the doors of 
the Churches if for some reason you do not 
receive one.  If you wish to submit Christmas 
Dues, envelopes are inside the cards.  Please 
make sure to put your name and address on 
the dues envelope.  Many thanks. 

Blessed Margaret Ball Chapel 25th Anniversary 
The Community at Blessed Margaret Ball warmly invite you to visit the newly  
re-decorated Chapel as we prepare to celebrate our Silver Jubilee. The Jubilee week 
begins this Sun. 8th Dec. when the North Dublin Gospel Choir will sing at 10.00a.m. 
Mass and offer a short Concert of Gospel Songs (Approx. 20 mins.) after Mass on  
Sunday 15th Dec. The main event of the Celebrations will be the Jubilee Mass at 
10.00a.m. celebrated by the Archbishop.  Light refreshments will be served after Mass 
in the Meeting Room courtesy of the local I.C.A.   Blessed Margaret Ball. Pray for us. 

Entry to Church Car Park -With immediate 
effect access to the Church Car Park will be 
via Collins Avenue entrance only. Having 
consulted with the Gardai and Dublin City 
Council Traffic Dept. this is deemed the  
safest option for cyclists, pedestrians, staff 
and motorists.  Please, when parking  in the 
church grounds observe the one way system 
and drive as slowly as possible in the interest 
of everybody’s safety.      Many thanks.                 
Canon John Flaherty.   

Special Collection for the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul:    This weekend 
Sat./Sun., 7th/8th Dec. the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul will hold their  
Annual Church Collection to raise 
funds for those less fortunate or disad-
vantaged across Ireland who are  
struggling this Christmas.   It will  
replace the SHARE  Collection. 

Ministers  of the Word: 
The new Group A roster is available for 
collection from the reception area in the 
parish centre. 


